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OVER 400 GATHER FOR FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CAMPING’S INAUGURAL NORTH AMERICAN CAMPING LEADERS ASSEMBLY
First Gathering of Jewish Camping Professionals, Lay Leaders and Funders Marks the Arrival of the Non- Profit Jewish Camping Movement

March 7, 2006, NEW YORK,– More than 400 individuals from across North America who are invested in the future of overnight Jewish summer camps, gathered in Jersey City, NJ, to attend the Foundation for Jewish Camping’s inaugural North American Camping Leaders Assembly on March 5th and 6th.  This event brought together camp professionals from all the major camping organizations and independent camps, lay leaders, private foundations, Federations, national Jewish educational organizations and nationally recognized Jewish philanthropists.  This conference marks the first time supporters of non-profit Jewish camping have convened as a single body, signaling to the Jewish community at large that the time for Jewish camping is now.

The high point of the conference was the feeling that emerged from having the entire field of overnight Jewish camp come together as a movement. The goals of this Leaders Assembly were to provide a forum for the camp community to learn from one another, to challenge each other, and to make it clear that overnight Jewish camping must be higher on the overall Jewish agenda and in need of the community's support and funding. The overwhelming feeling at the conclusion of the conference was that these goals were met.
Rob Bildner, founder and co-chair with his wife Elisa Spungen Bildner remarked that “this Leaders Assembly was the realization of our dream – the creation of a North American Jewish camping movement – when we founded the Foundation for Jewish Camping in 1998.”  Spungen Bildner, added “It has taken eight years of steady, hard work on the part of the professional and lay leadership of the Foundation for Jewish Camping, but we now truly have a movement: What else could it mean when 400 people from across the United States and Canada, all devotees of Jewish camping, professionals, lay leaders and funders, gather under one roof on a cold day in March?”

A major announcement of the Foundation for Jewish Camping’s newest initiative, The Executive Leadership Institute (ELI) was also made at the conference. This groundbreaking program will weave together the best of private sector practices with the values of Jewish tradition, creating the premier leadership program for executives of non-profit Jewish camps. The Institute will provide practical information about operating a sustainable and successful camp as well as developing innovative programming aimed at cultivating Jewish campers of today and tomorrow.  
According to Jerry Silverman, President of the Foundation for Jewish Camping, “ELI will be the signature program of the Foundation, supporting our goal to evolve and expand the Jewish non-profit overnight camp system.”  Added Silverman, “by investing in Jewish camping leaders, we recognize their importance and signify their value to the Jewish community as a whole.”
Highlights of the conference included Our Journey to Jewish Camp Giving: What Brought Us to the "Tipping Point” breakout session, which provided insight from leading Jewish philanthropists Rob Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner, co-founders and co-chairs of the Board of Trustees of the Foundation for Jewish Camping, Harold Grinspoon, Sam Reisman, and Reuben Bar-Yadin into the decision making and evaluation process that goes into funding camp ventures. At the plenary marking the commencement of the second day of the conference, leaders of the American Jewish community’s major denominations, including Dr. David Ellenson, President of Hebrew Union College, Dr. Ismar Schorsch, Chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, President of the Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt Foundation and Carl Sheingold, Executive Vice President of the Jewish Reconsructionist Federation. discussed the importance of camping in Jewish life.  Moved by the energetic environment of the conference, Rabbi Greenberg proclaimed, “Rambam didn’t go to Jewish camp, neither did Hillel, but they certainly missed out.”
Allan Finkelstein, President of the Jewish Community Centers Association of North America, commented that "as a former resident camp director, I applaud the level of seriousness and focus on the enormous potential of resident camping that were reflected at the Assembly. Many of us who work in Jewish professional life today spent significant and formative years in Jewish camps.  We look forward to working with the Foundation for Jewish Camping in furthering our shared agenda.” The JCC movement includes 37 resident camps serving over 18,000 campers each summer across North America. 

Based in Manhattan, the Foundation for Jewish Camping is the central address and advocacy voice for information about non-profit Jewish camping, providing leadership, financial and programming resources to camps, campers and their families across North America. For more information about the Foundation for Jewish Camping log onto www.jewishcamping.org, or write to the Foundation directly at questions@jewishcamping.org.
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